CONNECTICUT INNOCENCE PROJECT

State of Connecticut
DIVISION OF PUBLIC DEEENDER SERVICES

c/o McCarter & English KAREN A. G-OODROW, ESQ.

CityPlace 1, 36" Floor DIRECTOR
185 Asylum Sireet

Hartford, CT 06103

e-mail: Karen.A.Goodrow{@jud.ct.gov

(860)275-6140 Telephone

{860) 275-6141 Fax

TESTIMONY OF
KAREN A. GOODROW, DIRECTOR,
CONNECTICUT INNOCENCE PROJECT

Raised S.B. No. 230
An Act Concernmg the Videotaping of Custodial Interrogations

Public Hearing before the Judiciary Committee
March 10, 2010

As in years past, this office supports electronic recording of intetrogations as
proposed in Raised Bill No, 230, An Act Concerning the Videotaping of Custodial
Intetrogations, We believe that this is critical to ensure that the process by which
interrogations are conducted is fair and will enhance the truthfulness and accuracy of
statements that are given as a result of that process. Our understanding is that the Division
of Criminal Justice is curtently undertaking a pilot program with respect to the electronic
recording of interrogations and we encourage and support that effort. We understand that
the response by law enforcement to the pilot program has been overwhelmingly positive.
We urge the codification of videotaping of interrogations in order to insure universal and

consistent reform to enhance the reliability, truthfulness and accuracy of interrogations.




